CHARLES   FROHMAN

His sense of personal modesty was a very genuine
thing. Shortly before he sailed on the fatal trip he hp4
a request from a magazine writer who wanted to write
the story of his life. He sent back a vigorous refusal
to co-operate, saying, among other things:

"It is most obnoxious to me in every way. It is
forcing oneself on the public so far as I am concerned,
and I don't want that, and, besides, they are not in-
terested. It is only for the great men of our country.
It is not for me. It looks like cheek and presumption
on my part, because it is, and I ask you not to go on
with it."

He believed in system. One day he said:
"We must have on file in our office the complete
record of every first-class theater in the United States,
together with the name of every dramatic editor and
bill-poster." Out of this grew the famous "Theatrical
Guide" compiled by Julius Cahn.

Charles always provided special sleepers for his com-
pany when they had to leave early in the morning,
He felt that it was an imposition to make the people
go to bed late after a play and rise at five or six to get
a train. It not only expressed his kindness, but also
his good business sense in keeping his people satisfied
and efficient.

One of Frohman's eccentricities was that he never
carried a watch. On being asked why he never carried
a timepiece, he replied, tersely, "Everybody else carries
a watch," meaning that if he wanted to find out the
time of day he could do it more quickly by inquiring
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